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Emily Fitchpatrick



2

Should I ask for money, or live by 
faith and trust that God will provide 

for my financial needs?
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Don’t Tell, Don’t Ask
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George Muller
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Tell, Don’t Ask
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Hudson Taylor
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Ask & Tell
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Dwight Moody
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While there may be a time and place for 
each of these perspectives, in most 

situations I tend to agree with Author 
Scott Morton who said,

“Money doesn’t always follow 
ministry. I’ve found that money 

follows asking.”
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Fear

Shame

Embarrassment

Unworthiness  
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Courageous 

Confident

Clarity 

Compelling 
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Examine Our Beliefs
About Money
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“In the story of the Bible, God is depicted as a 
generous host who provides for the needs of his 
guests. However, humans live from a mindset of 

scarcity and hoard God’s many gifts.”

- BibleProject.com
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Scarcity Mindset vs. 
Abundance Mindset 

in Fundraising
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Scarcity Abundance
There is never enough. There is always more where that 

came from.

Resents competition. Makes the 
pie smaller, them weaker.

Welcomes competition. Makes 
the pie bigger, them stronger. 

Judging each day by the harvest 
you reap.

Judging each day by the seeds 
you plant.

Small thinking, avoids risks. Think big, embracing risks.

Can’t attract enough money, so 
we skimp, becoming less 
effective.

Get crystal clear about what you 
want to achieve, attract 
resources.

How can I get by with less than 
expected? 

How can I give more than 
expected? 
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"We will never be able to ask for money if we do 
not know how we ourselves relate to money. 

What is the place of money in our lives?”

– Father Henri Nouwen
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It’s Not About You!
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"Fundraising is proclaiming what we believe in 
such a way that we offer other people an 

opportunity to participate with us in our vision 
and mission."

– Father Henri Nouwen
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“Command those who are rich in this present world 
not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 

wealth,which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in 
God,who richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich 
in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to 

share. In this way they will lay up treasure for 
themselvesas a firm foundation for the coming age, 
so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”

1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NIV)



21

Talk About Benefits
Not Just Needs
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Most ministry leaders 
get this backwards.
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Make it about the donor, not your organization. 
Talk about what can happen in the life of the 

donor, not simply what you’re going to do with 
the money. Make it about benefits to the person, 

not the needs of the organization.
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Why should this person give? 

What’s in it for them? 

What is their return on investment?

How are you going to help them solve a problem?
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Should We Ask
In Times of Crisis?
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Elijah and the Widow at Zarephath – 1 Kings 17: 7-14

Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land. Then the word 
of the LORD came to him: “Go at once to Zarephath in the region of Sidon and stay there. I 
have directed a widow there to supply you with food.”

So he went to Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering 
sticks. He called to her and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a 
drink?” As she was going to get it, he called, “And bring me, please, a piece of bread.”

“As surely as the LORD your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any bread—only a handful of 
flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a 
meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it—and die.”

Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a small 
loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something for 
yourself and your son. For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be 
used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the LORD sends rain on the land.’”


